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THE GREATEST MAN. 


ee 3 is Je bn be accounted: of? Ifa, ii li, 22. 4 


5 The Loftinſs of Man foall be bowed dewn ; and - 0 

m. Rangbrinaſt ef Men ſhall be made low, v. 117 
efore under tbe mighty Hand 

7 5 of GOD, that be may ae in due Time, 1. Pet. ? q 
e e there are | ; which fall be firſts 

EN wth and there are firſt, which ſtall be laft. Luke xili li. 30. 
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A MBITTON is implanted in the very nature of 
FT man. It is one of thoſe inbred evils, which 
the great enemy of ſauls introduced by the fall. It 
rules and trages in every heart, and though not in the 
7 fame NAan!ter, yet always in ane: ſtiape or other: And 
he, that knows leaſt of this corrupt principle, is the 
moſt entirely under its demi mont! 
Some are urged, by this depravity, to lay them- 
ſelves out for ſtations of power and authority. They 
imagine, that ruling over others and curbing the in- 
eolinations of mank ind about them, willi procure them 
Homage and diſtinction, and promote this high no- 
tion of their on conſequence, in which they place 
all their happineſs; while (wretches as they are) 
they groan under the meaneſt and moſt diabolical ty- 
Tranny, and poſſeſs no ſort of command over them- 
- ſelves, 3 z on ca, 
Ochers are actuated by the ſame ambition to graſp. 
after the riches of the world. It is not ſo much the 
luxury of enjoyment, which they propoſe in the gain 
of them, as the high opinion and veneiation which, 
they imagine this acquiſition will command from 
mankind, W ee wed cem (as they chink) a 
mean of diſtiuction, lifts them up above the — = 
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and gives them.canſequence in the world at large. 
All, this is only a different mode of ambition; and, 


though the counſe may var 
purſuit after; grandeur and ſuperiorĩit . 
Others place the. ohject in learning, arts, ingenui- 
ty. dreſs, ot pleaſure .: Imall theſe things, they ſtrive 
at one common point; vhich is to exceed others, and 
Fcrezte eminence or elgyation for themſelves. If they _ 
putſue theſe matters ſon wealthy) this wealth, as in 
the: ſormet caſe, is only the: vehicle to:greatneſs, and 


becomes anqther modification only of the ſame thing. 


„ ite is the ſame reſtleſs 92 


If they put on gay appatel . it / is hut. to create an opi- 
nion of ſome particular. tank or qualification. Few _ 
are ſo ſooſiſh ast dreſs only to look at themſelves. 

The 44ſt object in view is general and alike, tho! 
the road toit may be different; and different only 


becauſe the old paths are to much crouded by 
Fa = Others. SY 117 * 1711 1 Sin ans E 73 2 ti 
And (cam it be believed i) there are ſome ſo exe- 
crably wicked, as to endeavout - after pre- eminence BY 
in ſſin, and; td count it à matter of triumph, if they  _—- 
Can; go beyond their companions in drunkenneſs, riot, 
and every other ſpecies of debauchery-- Robbers have 
| {caſted db their trade: And its has: been 2 point off 
glory, with ſome, ta rival and ſurpaſs the enormities 
JJC #43 7 ot. 
Tue object of all theſe men, different as they are 
in character, is :( as we have ſaid) ultimately the ſame. 
| |. {Greatneſs among theit fellow mortals is their one 
| _, + -concefn, for whichithey ſpend their thoughts, their 
a: lives, and their precious ſouls. This was the fin of _ 
Alan, by which he ſell: he thought to be . 
| And his ambitiom made him leſs: than a perfect man. 
Ihe ſame diſappointment enſues to all his ſons. Mot 
one of hem labours in his particular courſe of ambi -E 
ttjion, but who, whether he arrive at the point or not 
ſits down at laſt tired and diſappointed, and feels him - 1 
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. „„ 
ſelf a poor, a mean, and a miſerable worm. One 
cannot read the lives of the moſt celebrated men of 
the world, without feeling a concern, that, after an 
. endleſs variety of cares, dangers, and diſtractions; 
after ſpending all their thoughts, time, and talents, 
to acquire an elevated ſtation ; they are diſappointed, 
diſguſted, overwhelmed with the ingratitude of man- 
Find, or with their own anxieties, and die the objects 
more of pity and contempt than of envy to the loweſt 
cCilown. Divine Providence has ordained this conſe- 
quence; and the obvious and invariable proof of this, 
one would think, would perſuade an atheiſt to believe 
the bible. There is no peace, ſaith my God, to 
; the wicked---and though you ſeem like gods, you 
; « ſhall die like one of the people; into Gncke hail ye - 
„ * conſume away.” The xxxviith plalm ſtrongly 
paints the end of all this paltry ambition 
hut let us examine more ſtrictly into this 'great= |} 
neſs, for which men put themſelves to ſuch coſt and 
-peril; and let us ſee, whether there is ſo much in it, i 
as they fancy, or would have others believe. There 
muſt be ſomething falſe in it, becauſe it deceives; and | 


ſomething: dangerous, becauſe men deſtroy them | 
ſelves, and ſometias ond another; in Seer en 

it. For both theſe reaſons, it is worth our labor to 0 
To come the cloſer in this examination; let us | 


ſuppoſe ſome mortal placed in that eminent ſituation 
of grandeur and authority, for which alb the world —__ 
ſeems ſtruggling in one way or, other; and let us 
imagine him looking down upon an innumerable 
croud about him, applauding bis rank and paying 
- incenſe to his power. What is there in ſuch a one, 
dhat deſerves the name of greatneſs ?- Unſold this 
great being, ſerutinize his conduct, and explore his 
heart. -O what a picture is here!---See his con- 
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verſaciby;- fult-of:artifies;: difmulation, and-guile; 
| He is @ man of hanour,/' and ſcorns to tell you a 
ditect lye for that wauld bring him to ſhame--- 
that would lower his impottance- that would fink 
bis pride. But he can very contentedly ſuffer you to 
de deceived by what he ſays, to miſundetſtand his 
ſpecious gloſſes, or to form an error by telling you 
half the truth. He is a man of honour ; yet he 
can ſhuffle, can evade, can inſinuate, can deceit- 
fully propoſe twenty little expedients to avoid. a fair 
diſcuſſion, can manage the paſſions of men and ſet 
them one againſt another; he can flatter, promiſe, 


and beguile men into a fait opinion of his candor 


What he ſays ; and will then tell you that this vile 


maſk is nothing but addreſs and politneſs, He can 
| fan upon thoſe above him in influence, in order to 
partake of their influence, and can uſe a hundred dir- 
ty ways to put others down and ſet bimſelf up. Inn 
à word, he dares not act nor ſpeak. the truth, He is 
_ odeed, a brave towards. Gor, becauſe he knows 
bim not, but a/; deſpicable coward; towards men, 


For he, that makes a he, faces God, and ſbrinks = : 


from man. Vet this man of honor can not onhy 
practiſe, but applaud, diſſimulation, which is the art 


noble ſimplicity of conduct and language, which 
proves a mind elevated above all the little conſe- 


Auences, that may follow- ſincerity. and irulb. His 


lentime ms are in bondage to the opinigns and actions 
of other men; and be trembles to go one ſtep farther, 
in the moſt plain and. upright way 0 than. ſome popu- . 


lat ery, ſome particular intereſt, ſome latent ſelfiſh- 


neſs, will bear him out.. In all this ſlavery, of ſoul, 


he ſtiſl affects to be great, and would be vaſtly di- 


pleaſed at any one, who ſhould venture to expreſs a 


8 . | | F NY or . * 8 
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of his conſequence?---In a little outwafd parade, anc 
ſome ſtupid formalities, which oh weary his body 

and wear out his ſpirits. Helis miſerable, perbaps, 
if another poor worm ſtandthigher than himſelf, or. 
diſpute bis precedency. His head ſhall ache for a 
coronet, if he has none, or for one of another ſort; 
if he has; and his heart hall flutter for a piece of 
riband. To procure theſe; he will bear a” thou! 
ſand inconveniences, and ſtodp to every little mean 
rtifice, which can either help himſelf: in, or ke 
others out that oppoſe him. Not only dignified I- 
lains, who pay not their“ debts and trouble their 
whole ſpecies with their inſolenee; are theſe mean 
creatures; not only paraſitieal nobles, who can ſay a 
the uſand falſhoods, which they ſoften into the gentle 
Name of politeneſſes and-compliments, are theſè for- 
did beings; but your men of ptbfeſſed honer and 
character, who love a lye, and cannot put off their 
tiſguiſe, who are miſerable in their pomp and poor 
in their riches,” who with infinite cunning want every 
atom of true wiſdom and are.toofoolifh to learn it, 
and who wiſh to perſuade others that they are great | 
and ſublime, when their beds, their cloſets,” aud all 
kheir hours*df ſolitude and darkneſs, 'convitieetheme . 
ſelves, how low, how little, and how really unimipor- 
tant they ate. In (ſhort, there ate none mesner or 
poorer, or more truly deſpicable, than themſelves:; 
except thoſe, who bolſter them in their vanity, and 
ſwell this burſting bladder of a dream. -I ſpeak not 
againſt exalted ranks and ſtations; as ſuch, for they _ 
afe neceſſary in the conduct of life ; but againſt thoſe 
vile degradations of ſamily-honors, Which tender the _ 
perſons who hold them the more baſe aud inekeuſa- 
dle. But no rank can tonfer greatieſs of mind: lt 
can only diftinguiſh meanneſs for fuller obſetvation, + 
Titles may give a name for elevation; but, if the. 
wan has nothing of elevation within, they NO: 7 
VV K. r 


— 


* Fd . 
7 Vs 
1 N 
F * 0 
ze td, ; 
« L * 1 ” ? 
4 8 1 
\ +, 5 
* / . 


ly where they found him, or perhaps render bim 
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„Andi is the rich man one titile greater than the 
other Look at the ſordid worm, ; graſping after 
| | wealth. from day to day, picking up every grain of it 
with greedineſs and hoardigg it up with care, plan- 
ning his ſchemes of covetouſneſs and trembling. for 
their, ſucceſs in the execution, acting a thouſand 
over. reaching tricks and wiſhing others to credit his 
frauds, which he honors. with;the title, of ſkill: or 
ſoftens, into the name ef a batgainxg- and is ſuch a 
WMWieetch, ſuch a reptile; ſuch à groveling animal, 
SGtreat f Is this a man of worth ?->: O thou deceitſul- 


= 


ang, deceived; world] what names of Jignity.. haſt 1 
|  thauinvented for fin, and what adecent veil has thine 
| _  induſtry.thrown over the baſeneſs and bisckneſs — 
wude human heart! Here's a, mane: who will run into 
7 every dirty road and put on any kind of diſguiſe, wha 
is afraid to ſhew bis heart and explain the commeree 
_of liße with truth; agd yet would have you. to be- 9 
lueye, he is great, and conſiderable; and truly reſpec. 
Able. Ie gains admirers (for there ate enough | 
dead to beſſeve the dye); ang be fits down with ann 
. it of conſequence and greatneß; while. God and ö 
Bis angels behold bis infamy and baſepe(s ; znd allthe 
1 world (if it was nagt blinded, by deceit). muſt loathe. 
an uncandiv, ungeperaus nature, Which is at once the 


| diſgrace and the, bane, the vulture and the. curſe of 
© BSI = pad io Ea as Hog f 
Next comes the ſcholar, ſwollen with the vaſt idea 0 
. of his, mental attaigments and lea hing. This man | 

| longs too for the world's opinion of his Stectneſs. [ 


lle ſabouts and ſtudies for it night-aud day, Contra- * 8 
| - Cidt him; and he; will ſogn, convince; you, that ou 
Ates dunce. Ask him t explain one; fingle;proper- 
either of matter or ſpirit ; ad vou wiff preſently x 
_ - End him one. Strange] that a; dying mortal; h 
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WL wg ſhould not be ſenſible of the infinite 
_ abyſs beyond it, or rather that he ſhould not ſee how 
_ ſmall a ſpace is circumſcribed within !--- Fhis little- 
| neſs is his greatneſs, He is proud of it, and woul& © 


have all men fancy, that a circle, whofe diameter is 


ſcarce a ſpan, can comprize almoſt the utmoſt bound: 


of ſcience, can comprehend all objects, and confine | 
the very being of the infinite God. © He cam reafon;. 


8 upom all topics, and will pretend to define, 
y the-force of his: underſtanding, what the Wai 
is, and what he cannot be: And all this he will de 


to excite admiration. Men wonder at his dexterity,” - Y 
and angels tremble at his preſumption.---He dies | 
and then all his thoughts periſh.” Look round for 
bis greatneſs: the vifion is gone, and its place can no 
| where be found ; except perhaps in ſome volumes of 
| Vlotted paper; which WE forms are eee a faſt . 


as they can, 


Shall we look at other orofeſ nt What are they * 17 
„ but tread in the paths of other ingenious 
men; and muſt ſoon follow them into the fame ob- 
Hvions Their greatneſs can raiſe no laſting memo- | 


nal: It begins in fancy; and it ends in a dream. 


And ſhall the rake and the ſcroundrel dy trade prate 
& their preatneſs?---Nothing ean repreſent the de- 
_ pravity of human nature in a ſtronger Ii light, than 
the boaſts of ſuch men, upon ſuch grounds. © Here 
ſin, in al her uglineſs, boaſts of a 1 the char= 


_nel-touſe. of purity ; and the putrid fink of its per- 

| fume;---What a cheat has the devil paſſed upon the 
World, by making odious things deſirable, baſe tings. 
worthy, mean things grand, and all the riff-raff of 
hell the very circumſtances, for which. men will lay 


_ down; in purchaſe, their time and their talents, their: 


bodies and:fouls? Who does not fee this at firſt view 2 


But aa from i Bb ww proper . . 
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15 en it, Nor does the world attempt fo much to 
hide this matter, As to palliate and apologize for it. 
„ »Tis very true, ſays one, but how can I help 
it ? I cannot oppoſe the current opinion; Tis 


1 0 f 


che whole courſe of his life "Rin anſwer; Noman : : 


let bim conceit what he will of himſelf, he does and 
muſt purſue all this ĩniquity with greedineſs; he feels 


- . himſelf unable to get rid of the deluſion; and, what 


is mort, he not. only abhors any other courſe of 


_ thought, but will heartily, hate thoſe who do not 


purſue it with him. 

This is a mortifying picture of human greatneſs, 
and the mote humiliating becauſe it is true, For the 
of; let an appeal be lodged in every man's boſom. 

knows but little of himſelf and the world, who 


% much eaſier to ſwim. thus with a torrent, Which 


« bears down all before it.”---Granted. But grant 
you, on the other hand, that this cannot be great- 
neſs; which dares not. to be in the right, but truckles 
to error, faſhion, fin, any thing, rathe: than hazard 
its own eaſe or the. loſs of other people” 5 Piffaken F 


© fancy and deluſionz 


= 208 Well then,” ſay you; 40 where Wall we — f'Y . 
any other: ae Are we to baue no object of 
. emulation or: ambition ? Is not. this the way to 
Loot up all excellence from the earth Far be 
it from me to root up the leaſt excellence, while 1 
complain of the wane of it. 1. bave freely fpointed 
out the way of deceit, and the certain marks © error; 
and I have deplored the loſs of ſincerity, truth, and 
honot, even where they are molt profeſſed, am ong 
men. Pac , therefore, treated of ſo bad a path, 
and ſo. univerſally purſued, it becomes me now to 
point out a mare excell nt way.  ThisI will attempt 
bo 9 do, as briefly and as clearly, as I can. | 


us W r n 9 16 not 


70 en ho 4 i 95 
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have ſeen) our minds ate not only depraved them | 
ſelves, but are habituated, and even dompelled by | 


city cannot, therefore, be a proper judge!” It is im- 


| Wage, which contains whatever is neceffary to be 


our own ſelves. In this revelation, truth is held 
forth without diſguiſe, and error cenſured without * 
reſerve. It repreſents every matter With ſuch ſtrict- 


5 acknowledge the repreſentation to be true and full, 


ſo we muſt have f iritual capacities t6- Undelfſtand 


A ma ist. . „The 


| | know the. things of God; nor this revelation: which +] 
is one of thoſe things, unleſs the Spirit of God inſtruct . 


might almoſt as well be entirely hut, if the tender 

be not bleſſed with this guide. Hence, thoſe Wo 
pretend to underſtand it, by the dint of their ow fea- 
ſon, make ſuch ſtrange miftakes'; and hence atofe all 
the Arent — which have perplexed the Wh 


3» to 1]. 
greatneſs ; 3 and our preſent conſideration. eue 


be---what 1 „„ 877 E 12 


If we follow the li aht ot our own wind); we! ber- 
tail ſhall be miftsken in this caſe; bebauſe (as we 


that inward habit, as well as by exterior cauſes; to 
follow the depravities of others. So biaſſed a capa- 


poſſible, that a faculty, ſo arbittarily influenced by 

any object, ſhould determine juſtly upon it. God 

en this evil; and his goodneſe provided a reme- 
In mercy to our blindneſs, he hith given a re- 


known of Him, of the modes and circuniftances of 
beings about us, and (what is no leſs important) . 


neſs, that, if we have but eyes to read it, we muſt 


and above the reach and w iſdom of man But We 
muſt have eyes to read it; in other words, as we 


moſt have natural faculties to diſcern tiaturb! objects; 


thoſe that ate 4 The revelation of Gd 
teacheth 1 this truth, and lays it down'for'a. perſeat | 

ſhings'vf Ged Ke e Hin, . | 
but the Spirit of God. 5 1 Cor. ii; 11. No man can 


— „ 


him. Without this teacher, it is a book ſealed. It 


7 > | Sts” Oe, world. 
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; world. How few are there, who think mat even 
| God can teach them; or, if they allow that, believe 1 
dae wits eee promiſed ah in big re 3 
vVvelstion, a thouſand. times? Where, ſhall. we find 
T miniſter of ſtate | 


2 e ſand this book, except ſame man. Jhould guide 
4 Huth is one and the ſame; ſimple and con - 
|  _ diſtent; ſpeaks to the heart, as well as to the head; 


and convinces wherever: it enligbtens. This truth, 


ging a ray of heaven, is only; attainable by faith in 


Geg, its author; 2 d 18, 28. well as faith itſelf, 
ſolely, his gift and heſto w ment. , No! art, no labour, 
- no capacity of man, can command it. It is too great 
- -  a-prize for his purchaſe; tog high for his teach; and 
tit.jo infinite forchis comprebenſion. It muſt deſcend 
to him ;-4e cannot, mount to it. As in the natural 
world, he can ſee ino object but by the hight which 
beams forth from the ſkies ;-ſo, in the ſpicitval world, 
he can view no truth 4n.the, ſcriptures, as a truth, to 
nim and fer bim, but by ahbe Spirit of Ged, which | 
* __  ditatedthew,.. bis is a principle laid. don hy the - 
auerring miod. Tbese is indeed, -a, wiſdom duficb 
 deſeendeth not from, above ; but this is only męre im- 
poſſure, or diſguiſed cunning at he beſt... God alone 
can give that wiſdom, which leads. and guides. intò all 
truth, and without which, it is impoſſible, but that 
men ſihoud.blunden on to perdit ioo. 
Wichont heavenly, wiſdom, then, every man wuſt 
gneceſlſatily be inespable citker of underſtanding, or 
atrajpingreal greane/6,'which, bath its ſourge in, this 
wic, and Which is, sqwally the gift of Heaven. 
There may be an ambition for this attainment, and 
a moſt noble one too; but this ambition (if it, can 


4 
* 


© be fo. called) being alto dhe bpunzh of Ged, can bes 
ged.to cg full extent without crime x pay, it ie 
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_ the greateſt privilege, pleaſure, and purity to in- 
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In what, then, doth this greatneſs conſiſt ? Notin 


j any external things; for a perſon may have large po-. 
[ _ feffions, and yet enjoy but a very little mind. Not 
g in ſuperbity of manners or pre- eminence of earthly 

| Ration; for a man may precede all the mortals upon 

i earth, and, at the ſame time, be only a tool to ac- 


j compliſh the wickedneſs of others, or at beſt be the 
 Mlave of his own. _ Beſides, he may take numberleſs _ 
low and baſe meaſures: to raiſe himſelf to this rank, 
and to Keep himſelf up when raiſed. | Cromwell was 
moſt miſerable and increaſed in baſe artifices, when 
he acquired the ſummit of power; and Charles V. 
ſound it a poor vexatious thing to be the firſt man in 
Zurope, and ſo renounced the aggrandizement, which 
he had ſpent his whole life in purſuing. © +*: Great 
* perſons,” (ſays Lord Bacon,) „had need to bor- 
4c row other. ys opinions, to think ee 
« happy; for, if they judge by their own feeling; they 
Me: 3 find it.“ Without heavenly wiſdom (as 1 | 
have ſaid before) we ſhall not attain even the #now- 
lige of true greatneſs, or diſcover in what it conſiſts. 
We might ſpeculate to eternity upon the fubject, and 
come no nearer to the point; for it is not a mere men- 
tal topic, but a /diritual enjoyment; And we have 
no faculties for this ſpiritual enjoyment: And we 
have no faculties for this ſpiritual enjoyment, being 
cut off by the fall, till they are renewed in us. Hence 
this beſtowment is called by God, a regeneration, a 
net creation, a life from the dead, a quickening” from © 
the death of treſpaſſes and fins, a reſurreftion, and - © 
by many other terms of the ſike import, on purpoſe 
? to ſhew us, that it is a power not our own, a giſt ſree- 
3 ly imparted, a mercy implicitly beſtowed. This is 
'' , Its proceſſion. It comes from God, and neceſſarily, - 
Yet voluntarily, leads to him, The nn 5 


1 


— 


* 
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is juſt}, and fair, and true, cleaves forcibly to it, and | 
deſites it above all things. Where this bondage i =. 6 
unfemoved, men may indeed prate of the freedom of || 
the will; but let them only defire to live a day or an | 


_ devoid of reſſection 


| that likeneſs to him, which our aleo nate can 
ſuſtain. He has given us a perſect exemplar for our = 


ſectzons, in the human nature of Jesvs' CHRIST, 


the blefling. He was, white he abode upon earth, 
the brighteſt diſplay of ſolid glory, and the trueſt pat- 


and illuſtrious; He never did x mean thing ; becauſe 
dhe never did a ſinful one. His whole conduct was 


fpiritual faculty (we juſt now mentioned) to rceive . 


it, all his life was a continued ſeries of dignity, 7 755 
nor: and greatneſs, _ _- 


the garb, the food, the appearance, the want of 4 
home, the afflictions, the tears, the ſcburgings, the 
Wy mockings, the agonies, the ctoſs, the death of the "SY 
great Lord of life and glory z ſtrike the ideas of an 
__ _ earthly mind with conte mpt, with hortor, and abhor. 
rene. Yer theſe dad mn EY the” — 2 
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who FR 3 of ſin, is webs from: te 


bondage of the world, and, perceiving clearly what RD F 


Hour without ſin or aberration of thought, and they 
muſt ſoon feet its entite impotence, e muſt. be- 


As this greatneſs chris from God, it con cboblts 4 


conduct; and the faireft ſenſible copy of his own per- 


through whom we receive the privilege, and obtain 


tern of unaffected greatneſs. His whole life, from 
the manger to the croſs, was ſpiritually magnificent | 


full of majeſty-and grace; and, to thoſe who had (be 


Aſk a man of the world; what 15 thinks of Alle; * 
and it will ſoon appear, that he has no eyes to con- 


template one ray of the celeſtial brightneſs, which 


ſurrounded the great Redeemer, in ail he faid, and in 13 1 
all he did. The manger, the ſtable; the trade, be 
journeyings, the poverty, the diſciples, the company, | 
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yet: ſo un: 
cuſtom: f thi will allow all 
this, ſo far as it extends to the perſon of, Chliſt; but 
who prove themſelves equally. dexoid of the ſpiritual 
principle I am ſpeaking of, by deſpiſing or avoiding 


1 


theſe very circumſtances of true greatneſs,- whenever 


any of them appear in their fellow-creatures.., They 
will allow, perhaps, every thing to be excellent in 


Chriſt; while they have no notion of the excellency-- | 


itſelf, and will overlook it in others, If a man could 
have all the graces of the Spirit, more than any mere 


mortal had; yet if he ſnhould appear in the world ' 
like his Saviour as to his outward condition; moſt 


probably his poverty would render bim contemptible, 


his humility would be trodden upon, bis meekneſs 


would be. called poorgeſs of ſpirit, bis patience would-- 
be laughed at; and all the mere profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity, who talk bravely too in commendation of 


theſe very things, would ſtrut abovę him, if not Kick 


bim down, upon the account of them. This proves 
to a demonſtration, not only the hypocriſy of men, 
but alſo that they cannot naturally think otherwiſe, 


immerſed as they are in matter and abſtracted from... | 
God, and that the induction of another mode of 
thought muſt, be a gift from above. This our Lord 


himſelf. poſitively.declares, in John iii. 27. 4 man 
can receive, ox take unto himlelf, nothing, ercept it be 


'% 


"given him from heaven, +, 


All rue reatneſs, then, conſiſts in the imitation 
of Feſus Chriſt, and is a /ree gift proceeding ſtom 
him. It is not in man, and cannot be in him; be- 


cauſe he iz a fallen, ſinful creature, without à capa». | 


city to judge of it, ot eyen to leg it, and much leſs to 
e | CCC 


— 
1 G-: N 


* 


7 15 4 „ 


ä ae it. Fall ed centers every Wia an nal 
| every purpoſe in a narrow compass: 
e Skes bil an ef, ant butffor ſeif iu bent, 3 bo 
Hur true gf reatneſy' reſolves inſelf'(as Chriſt aid) . 
_ "tirely in Gd. tan, great in his on., eyes and 
great in the eyes of tue world, draws all things to his 
Oben ſelfiſn Will and dy them aims to appear exalted, 
"white he” is only meanheſs and nothing: But the 
heart, brought low and made lowly, N out of iu. 
856 ſo far as it lives rightly, and, by cloſing in with 
od, becamies participant of all true greatneſs. and 
| ſplendor. * The truly Preat foul draws nothing from 
-ſo low A .Wufce as earth: It derives all its wiſdom, 
Worth, and glory; from heaven. It does not crawl 
te a Worm, but Toars like an angel. 
The true Car is, in this view, the oaly 
| wuly rat charager upon Garth) ' and the! more he 
lives like his perfect batten 'Chrift Jeſus; the moe 
grest and dignified he'is: He becomes this great 
creature by the mercy of God; and he is kept ſo 
by the powet of God? To ſet ſorth his ſpiritual dig- 
nitys he is ſaid, in the ſcripture, to be born of God; fo 
be an heir of God. and a geint- hein with Chrift; to be | 
a purtater of the divine nature; and to de ane with, | 
Gi. Pong genealogies only he, a ſerles bf: peri- 
ing poor Worms, whoſe” corruption their poſterity 
N mög follow : But the Chriſtian's ſpiritual deſcent is q 
| but one temò ve from the Kin g'of kings And his 1 
_ th-right is eveflaſting. He but-raſtes'the-loveriof — | 
his Almighty Father below; but he will be an eternal 
| poſfeſſor of alf that his nature is capable of enjoying, 
in his inheritance; above, Eye hath wot een, eaf hath | 
not heard, thought bath not conceived, What is and - 
bath been N e in heaven fer him, from all etex- 
nity.” He is à King and a priest fot evermore Come, 
I Þqor'Worldiriys, wh boalt of human grandeur 
E aki PRE n of . 
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"WE are jealous of your ſkort:lived: tiny 383 8 


among e come, ye princes, and potentates, 
and kings, who glory in your momentary. ſway over 
the buſy reptiles of the world, and who, notwith-- 
| A cannot command a moment of time, nor 


the attack of the loweſt diſeaſe; come, and compare 


your tinſel'd ſplendor and periſhing glare with this 


luſtre of everlaſting magnificence, and be humbled 
to the duſt, where you and your glories ſhall qd ky , 


be ent ad. Here is a character, which 
ſhine. reſplendent, when yours ſhall either bo forgot-- 
ten, or be remembered only to your ſhame. . 
But let us examine this great character more.cloſe-- 
17. It is certainly worth our contemplation, if its 
poſſeſſion be the one thin 15 needful and. the preateft: 
prize in the world. we are, in any degree, 
ſharers in it, we ſhall ſurely find as much pleafure in 


knowing our rank and privileges, which laſt for ever, 
as the poor worms of the earth can receive from: ar- 


N their's, which endure but for a day. 
ontrary to all the maxims of this world, the 


_ Chriſtian riſes by humility. Chriſt ſought not to do + 
his own will; nor do they, that are Chriſt's. The 


believer is divinely taught to deny himſelf. I fay di- 


_ - vinely; for unleſs the Spirit of. Jeſus teach him the * 


alted leſſon, and ſeap it freſh, when taught, upon. his 
- foul ;. all human conceptions of the matter will never 
operate upon the heart, nor enable it to give one ex- 
ample of this greatneſs, in the hour of trial. a 
was meek and lotuly in heart: And if they. who pre- 
tend to belong to him, are not in. ſome meafure:ſo; : 
their profeſſion is rotten, their knowledge carnal, 
their religion vain. f Ax v man [let him be what 
he may] have not the. pirit-of Chriſt, be is none of bis. 
We read of ſome; profeſſing Chriſtianity i in the apo- 
Folic age, who poſſeſſod a wiſdom and a. Knowledge 
* e * which was * OPS: Jonfva 15 
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vii: And wherefore? becauſe they had not rhe 
. ameekneſs of wiſdom. A heathen could celebrate the 
mitis ſapientia Læli, the meek wiſdom of Lelivs ; Nö 
and ſo may a profeſſor the incomparable meeknefs and 
humility of Jeſus, without poſſeſſing a grain of it, 
Nothing but the power of Chrift can ſuperinduce alk 
the proud habits of a carnal heart, and make it not 
only appear humble, but actually ciothe it with humi- 
| At. We ſhall ſee profeſſors, on every band, who. 
Ado not appea: in the leaſt more lowly to their man- 
nets and tempers, than thoſe who make no profeſ= _, 
ſion at all. And thus far they are not hypocrites, 
though at the fame time they can ſcarcely be Chri- 
ſtians. But there are others, who, with the moſt de- 
mure air, the moſt mortified looks, and the moſt 
fanctimonious cartisge, which human nature can 
wear; ate as proud of all this outſide, and are 'as 
little changed within, as any of their neighbours. 
% How is this known? Not by Hg at the 
maſk; but under it; not by giving credit to ſemblan- 
ces, but by conſidering realities ; not by regarding 
_ plauſible words, but righteous acts and holy deeds... 
A decent appearance is certainly commendable; but, - 
jf it be but an appearance, it is ſo far from being tru- 
JI decent, that it is ſo mach the ſoulef and baſer, 2 
it ptetends to be the fairer and better. To be prouc 
| then of humiliry (or, te take away the paradox; the 
appearance of humility )'is- ſelfiſh, hateful and low; 
Falſe humility is rank pride? And all pride is little= 
- npeſ& of ſou}. It begins and ends in the vile, narrow, 
| - <irgle of ehh; and is therefore pernicious and painful. 
-Fda ſpiritual eye, Chriſt never appears in ſo bright 
a2 ſſplendor of glory, as in his loweſt humiliation ; 4 | 
- verſo high, as when meaneſt among men; never 
o illuſtrious, as in his unparalletied” meekneſs and 
paüäatience. Nor does the behever in the ſight of God, 
238 When he is brought cloſeſt to this great * 7 
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One ſhall hear florid profeſſions, daily concerning 
glace, and Chriſt, and heavenly things; truth-ſhall- 
be ſet off in magnificent ſpeeches; and men ſhall, vie. 


with each other to ſay the figeſt things in het behalf. 


But, if it end here, all this is only giving her fair words, 
and paying her off with empty. compliments; I wiſh, 


it could be added, that men, did not mean to com- 


* 


btoad enough to cover it from the eyes of the world“ 
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pliment their own worth in ſo doing, and (as the pro- 
verb is) , ſpeak. one good word for her and two forr 
„ themſelves.” Alas | our hearts. can take a mean 
pride in theſe things, as well as in others; and we. 
ſha!l always find it a much cheaper thing to ſet off 
the truth with our lips, than to adorn it in our lives. 
When a man makes a florid harangue, and, with a 
vaſt deal of -pompous language and addreſs, -expa=  *'_ 


tiates upon divine concerns z can it be an uncharita- 


ble queſtion to afk, which he wiſhes moſt to exalt 
the /peater or the ſubject? Let him deſcend from theſe 
altitudes, and let bim be followed into private life; 
and then let us look found for. all this magnificenee,. 
— Where are all the realities, which he has been ce- 7 
lebrating? where that renunciation of ſelf, that re=. 
ſignation of ſpirit, that meekneſs of conduct, that 
patience of temper, that torbearance of teproach, 
that charity of heart, tbat contentment in ſiſe, that : 
goodwill to all men, that unkindneſs to none; of | 


Which ſo much bas been ſaid, and laid ſo well, and 
with fo much applauſe?—OQ/ that we could fill uvpa 
dreadful blank ! or that our mantle of love was - 


— Alas! all this is only to be Jeſs than Jittle, and is 36 
the very oppoſite of the true greatneſs, of which we e 
Arg treating. We may. ſay any thing and every “ 
thing in favor of, this gteatneſs, both as it appeared: _ 

in Chriſt and as{ir(isAyrought-by his grace; and yet. 
aſcend but very  poerly..tq the ſelid enjoyment- 
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All (this: .contrarietys which we. eu hehre in 
ethert and feel in ourte Ive, 40 Chriſtian; greatneſe,. | 
proceeds from tur carnal Heartsy: which ere w edded 
W nature to the world, and axe taken up with ies 
puay objects, by rooted habit and genetal cuſtom... 
The po 5 of God only can break the charm, and: 
e 


give us to es that all true eminence is not of che 


world, but above it and beyond it 3 that it does nat 5 


eonſiſt in hat men ma think of us, but what God 


thinks z that; it has nôtfäng to do! with the natural! 


man; but with the ſpiritual ile; that it is Bot feund- 


ed upon the abilities of the creatures, not upon their 
3 zeal, .or:avy other acquirement, which 
they can exert upon natural principles; but upon an- 

raction ſrom ſelf. a devotedreis to God, a placid. 

- tk gracious ſurrender of every thing and of every ob- 

j ect boch of ume and eternity, into his hand, and ſo 

_ finding bim alf hn all. Theſe are wotds :eahily! ſpa- 

ken; na ſoon conceived ; hut tlie reality; is 

the moſt tranſcendent buſineſs in the world. No- 

thing can nate rt in the foul, ut 45 e e 8 


bomer of Gedi, TI ls Re 


CEnnisr ie bimfelf +Phil WP: oh Nor, as 2 | 
 etrapeſlatidn bas it, made biinſelſ of mo teputation z and 
his people mult be empꝛied of themſcltes, through. 

5 they would. not be his people. Fhey 
 become/of-no'reputation; in the c eg andithey = 
ate not anxious far itz; becauſe they live above the 
world's opinion in ſpiritual things, and can face the 


bis 


opinion of the world, with teſpect to their outward. 
conduct and ee Being falled- with their ma- 


ſter's love, they become great only in him, and de- 7 
ſire no greatneſs but his. They di net live, i: e. 
they exit not of themſelves nor or ihemſelvcs, bt 
. livtth in bmi They ate truly great in his 
greatneſß. lis Spirit makes them: (o, and kreps them 
e pray OTIOE in God's e 1 
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little in their own; They abhor to magnify them- 
| ſelves, ot to covet or creep after the approbation of 
men. The kings and prieſts of God value his favor 
above all things, and are wiſe enough to ſee the poĩi- 
fon, which often lurks in the breath and opinian of 
mortals. A ſoul, which enjoys the approbation of 
God [Matth. xxv. 21}, and the congratulations of 
the angels in heaven [Luke xv. 10. J, needs not to 
debaſe itſelf for the filly eſteem of a few dying worms, 
Who grone, and languiſh, and craw] upon this miſe- 
rable eatth. He may be very eaſy without either the 
commendation or company of men, who holds com- 
munion with God. His ambition is put upon a right 
centre, and cannot mark ſo narrow and ſo deformed 
a eirtumference. Having received the honor of God, 
he feels a noble 1 for earthly pre emi- 
nences; knowing, that nothing in nature can add to 
- his ſpiritual dignity.” In the world, a king can re- 
ceive but ſmall luſtre from taking up his freedom in 


2 trading company, or by herding with beggars: And, : i 5 


in grace, a Chriſtian can receive no ſpiritual exalta- 
tion by ſtooping to the world's purſuits. His exal- 
tation is unſeen by man, as well as the ſource of it: 
And a ſpiritual dignity. of this ſort he conſiders, as 
the only object worth ſeeking. e ee 
As to true riches, pleaſure, and the real en- 
joy ment of ſolid good; how vaſtly does the advan- 
tage turn on the fide of the Chriſtian? *Fis true; the 
riches, pleaſure, and enjoyments, which attend his 
Aluſttious character, have very little reference to this 
world; or they would be too beggarly, as weil as 
too periſhing, for his main purſuit. His riches ate 
grace and glory ;” his objects is God; and his plea- 
[fore confifts in communion with him. I mean not 
to depreciate the bounties of Providence; but I ſpeak _ 


gain ſt that. miſapplication of them, which is founded 


n making them the one great object and concern f 
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life: . 


Such an one has only 


„ 


is the incorrupt ble greatneſs of a Chti 


5 its Own 


SY ry 1. . 
nee. [Enjoyed weigh they are bleclags z 4 abu 10 „ 


| e they ſoon entail miſery and woe. I would 


not ſpeak like a- monk waaffecting to deſpiſe what 1 
have not; but 1 would: act as 4 Chriſtian, not ſeek= 


ing what [ought to deſpiſe. If God ſend bonot and 
riches, without an heart toluſe them rightlyʒ Lean 


ſcarce ſee upon earth the inſliction of ſo great a curſe. 
greuter means of deſtroy ing 
both body and ſoul. After all, a Chriſtian can re- 


_ , ceive no ſolid or laſting ſativfation in calli bis land 
ter his own name, in ſurveying the largeſt territory 
zs his property, and in counting over thouſands of 


gold and filver; for he conſiders himſelf only ' as 
zod's ſteward; and knows, that, in a ſhort period 


of time, his body muſt moulder to atoms in a'very 
_ contracted ſpace,” and that all his treaſures will be 


ſeattered over the earth, | out of which they came. 
Dirt can only adminiſter a dirty joy: And the higheſt | 


5 things of time are parcelled out in moments, and by 


moments are taken away. Scarce any earthly grati- 
fication can be pointed out, but what is enjoyed in 


| common with the b-afts that periſh. That cannot be 
great, Which cannot abide: And thoſe things muſt. 0 
ſurely be little indeed, which give but littſe peace, 
laſt but a little while, depend upon little circum- 
ſtances, are deſired by little minds, and end in no- 
thing at laſt. Men do not require the play things of 


childhood: Nor ought the 228 * ou is. be my 


| NO! for the toys of time. 


In'a word: how oppoſite to all eankly as 
an how 


contrary to the ſpirit and maxims of the world, is 

| dhe life and ſpirit of the real believer in Jeſus | bow 
repugnant is the corrupted underſtanding of man to 
the immaculate wiſdom: of God - The riches of a 
truly exalted dens confiſt in emptying the - heart of - 
ons, and W it n 4. 


Chriſt. ene more retrograde. ſiom the 
_ mind .of fallen many than (ts mind (which, as in 
Cbriſi Fofus f- What afl an, untenewed ſoul com- 

. ee ven he fallowiag paradox - that, the true 
bonar, is humility ; real-.greptacts, ſolſxabaſementi 
the ligheſl ambition, — veruciſied Maſter; 

ſolid wiſdem, the; diſco vi of a;man's..own. boolch⸗ 

neſs,, and of Chriſtis wiſdaom z{;the- beſt ſtrengtb, a 

ſenſe of his o Eg emhracing theficength = 

ofa. Savigur;:the greatelt; ha gpineſp, i airenunciation 
| e as fori . 2 | 

lleſtrichas; a treaſure: :in;heaven ;.and; ( >a Free | 
the tive evaryithing,. to be nothing im ſelf} Chit 
to ibec all in all. This paradovhas puzzled the car- 
nul mindi fromthe beginuing af the world, and will 
puzale every munbelit ver to:tde end of it. Ja getrid 
af the thought, he ill it perhaps to laugh it away, 
abd:ſaney, that by bein eee e e the moſt 
ſolemn ſuhject, thati can fall under 

af; man, he makes himſelf an atonement ſor renoun- 

cing tha wiſdom of it, But the; reality; will return 

even here; and if the mindiis not turned. too, it will 
one: dayibea.dreadiul reality indeed. 


imd ſuch le xpręſſibns of devotian às theſe? O0 
my heavenly Father and my only hape ; thou, of 
* thine uniiqundedimeray, waſt pleaſed to deliver me 


contemplation 


Hqusjuſtlyahen, may: the pious ſpirit NES forth 458 


from the bondage of corruption and the ſlavery of b 


«* ſin; and ſhall I, or can I, ſeek with pleaſure any 
freedom but tbine 2—Tnou haſt ſhe wn me the po- 
« verty of all earthly things, of my own heart, and 
44 of all;the._creatures ; thou haſt ſet before me the 
.* dutable_ riches - of thy unmeaſurable grace; and 


« ſhall I, or can I, purſue: with carefulneſs any trea- : 


<< ſures but theſe. I Fhou haſt made me to ſee an 
c end of all human-per&Qion and greatneſs, and ex- 


8 We eg my poor heart the Prey: of thy love, +. 
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| as andthe exaltydirank to which that Jove bath railed | 
<< me; and ſhall: I, or can 1; 'be-ſo-forgetful wand - 


6 haſe as to tread the dunghill of worldly been 8 


and covet, O thou pure Foum of glory, any gran- 
eur but in thee Let thy ſtrength. be made per- Weng 

fect in my.weaknels, and deliver me from a con- 
duct, ſo ungrateful to thy goodneſs, 'andſo-un- 
4 worthy of the grace, which thou haſt freely be- 


« ſtowed upon me. Law and vile in myſelf, I 


e would caſt my crown at thy feet, and implore thy 
** ſtrength to preſerve, what only thy goodneſs could 

* confer. It was thy crown, and nothing but free 

and unbounded dove could have made it mine. 0 
4 my incarnate Saviour; fill me more and more with 


thy truth; and then mall I ariſe above the world, 
* above. ſin, and (what is harder ſtill) above my - 


«ſelf. Thine Jam: Fhee' only woult 1 ſerve. 5 
« Thou haſt, in tender. pity, ſuffered” death for my 


<« happineſs: O help me to live, above all things, 


for thy glory. I wouldiſhew that glory unto men; 
© and I beſeech; thee. to preſerve: me, while. 1 am 


e ſhewing it, far, vety far, from. ſeeking. my own. 


„May I renounce: that, and.all-wiſdom,. righteouſ- 
* neſs and ſtrength, butt thine! Andi when thou 


e ſhalt be pleaſed to exalt me ſtill higher, and to: | 


bring a poor worm, whom thy bounty has made 


<< immortal, into the full blaze of thine eternal ma- 
2 jeſty; 0 help me to depart in peace, and to give 


« ſome Teviving teſtimony of that ſweet aſſurance of _ 


46 faith, with which thou haſt bleſſed me Com- 


mand me to enter into Sion with ſongs of everlaſt- 


L ingjoy upon my head, and fo to fit down in thy 
„ kingdom with all thoſe, who (finners once - 
% me) inherit the promiſes! Seen ſo; Amen.“ 


| Reader, let thy W join with.s mine, in thin ben 
bright view; 1 . our enen . ment to the 
8 | . be 


bee 


4121 
8 


i} 


mall mount to the ſpirits a juſt men made perſeld, 
* remain at God's en ee wel ever. | 


\ Tis PTY which lifis the feeble mind, 
'. _ _-/#, For meaner things, her God to pleaſe; - 
RY ag prompts the ſoul in HI M to fing 
x (nets and e and eaſe. 
l Pleas'd with 10 Father” $ POT will, 
© Who beſt canchooſe, and beſt \ ator | 
_ - His word he truſts Hi» to fulfill, 
Q Wich err e oy e knee. | 
How bleſt his hours 3 „ eee 
MMidſt wrecks and horrors all around! 
Nor ſhall Death's fees or ruſhing tide 
His placid wy of heav'n confound, 


He fil o'er Time's tumaltoous main, e 
Diependent on eternal Care; 
And cannot doubt the port to gain, 

For God hath iworn to e him there, 
ne 
{'9.3v74. | ; . 
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